
 



 

  

Table of Contents 
 

 Conference Sponsors …………………………………….1 

 

 President’s Welcome……………………………………..2  

   

 Schedule At-A-Glance……………………………………3 

 

 Map of Conference Facilities.............................................4   

 

 Conference Schedule……………………………………..5-10 

     (Room Assignments and Session Descriptions) 

 

 Conference Speaker Biographies………………………...11-21 

 

 Conference Platinum Sponsors..........................................22-25 

 

 Conference Exhibitor Descriptions....................................26-27 

 

 Conference Attendance Verification Information..............28 

 

 2019 Spring Conference       

  Date & Location Information...................................Back Cover  

Download the conference app on Apple or 

Android by searching for OGFOA. Presentations 

provided prior to the conference are available 

under each session description. Additional 

presentations will be available on the OGFOA 

website two weeks after conference.  

PRESENTIONS AND MATERIALS 



 

Thank you to our  

2018 Fall Conference Sponsors 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 
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WELCOME 

 

 

The Salem Convention Center is a great venue for this year’s conference.  OGFOA provides 

quality educational and networking opportunities for personal and professional growth. 

 

I would to thank the Fall Conference Planning Chairs, Kathleen Leader and Ron Harker, along 

with a great Education Committee chaired by Toby LaFrance, they have amazing speakers and 

sessions planned.  With over 25 educational sessions, there is certainly something for everyone! 

 

Please take a few minutes to become familiar with this program and make the most of your 

conference experience.  We encourage all attendees to visit the exhibit booths to view a wide 

variety of products and services available to local governments.  Stop by and drop off a business 

card, get your vendor card stamped, ask questions, and see demonstrations of their products that 

could save you time and money.  OGFOA would like to thank all of our sponsors and 

exhibitors for their continued support. 

 

To all the attendees, thank you for taking time out of your busy work schedules.   I know you all 

work hard to find balance in your job, and everyday life.   So please find time to relax, catch up 

with some friends, and make new connections.  For me, I like to kick-start each day with a 

complimentary espresso, so see you in line. 

 

Another networking opportunity is at the Monday evening Welcome Reception to network with 

fellow peers and enjoy light snacks and drinks in the exhibit hall.  In addition, this year OGFOA is 

excited to be contributing to the local community through our 1st annual giving event by 

partnering with Marion-Polk Food Share with a food drive and matched giving. 

 

On behalf of the OGFOA Board, Education Committee, Hospitality Committee, and Misty 

Slagle of Western Advocates, welcome to our Fall OGFOA Conference. We look forward to a 

highly productive and enjoyable conference. 

 

Lisa Young 

Lisa Young 

OGFOA President 

Welcome to the OGFOA 

2018 Fall Conference! 
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SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE 

Monday October 15, 2018 
 

7:30-8:30 am  Registration/ Breakfast/Complimentary 

Espresso Cart/ Exhibit Hall  
[Pringle and Willamette Foyer] 

 

8:30-10:00 am  Opening General Session 
Keynote: ZAP the GAP  - From Boomers to Linksters, Working 

With Multiple Generations  [Willamette Ballroom] 

 

10:00 – 10:30 am Break, Exhibit Hall & Espresso Cart 

10:30am – 12 noon  Concurrent Sessions 

 Keynote Breakout: How to Avoid the AFTERMATH 

[Croisan] 

 Governmental Accounting 101 For “New to Govern-

ment” Finance Professionals  [Santiam 6] 

 Bond Hot Topics  [Santiam 1-3] 

 Utility Rate Setting – Working with Consultant or In-

House  [Santiam 4-5] 
 

12:00 – 1:30 pm  Lunch & General Session 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Programs: Two  

Jurisdictions Share Their DEI Programs   

    [Willamette Ballroom] 

 

1:30 – 1:45 pm Break / Exhibit Hall 

1:45 – 3:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 Excise Taxes, Impacts and Maniacs  [Croisan] 

 How Do You Do Fund Balance?  [Santiam 1-3] 

 Are You Ready to Deal with a Cyber Attack?  
      [Santiam 4-5] 

 Public Investment 101: Who’s Managing Your Portfolio 

[Santiam 6] 

 

3:00 – 3:30 pm Break & Exhibit Hall 

3:30 – 5:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 Property Tax Exemptions  [Santiam 6] 

 Cash Handling in Challenging Locations  [Croisan] 

 Speed Coaching  [Santiam 4-5] 

 Public Investment 201  [Santiam 1-3] 

 

5:00 – 6:30pm Welcome Reception, Exhibit 

Hall and OGFOA Food Drive 
 [Willamette Foyer] 

 

Tuesday October 16, 2018 
 

7:30-8:30 am  Registration/ Breakfast/Complimentary 

Espresso Cart/ Exhibit Hall    
              [Pringle and Willamette Foyer] 

 

 

8:30-10:00am – General Session  

Keynote: Dwight Brashear  [Willamette Ballroom] 

 

10:00 – 10:30 am  

Break, Exhibit Hall & Espresso Cart 

10:30am – 12 noon  Concurrent Sessions 

 Investing in Agency Securities - Updates from the DC 

Beltway [Santiam 6] 

 Budgeting for Local Governments – The Fundamentals  

[Santiam 4-5] 

 Business Writing - Know Your Reading Audience  

[Croisan] 

 Accounting GASB Update  [Santiam 1-3] 
 

12:00 – 2:00 pm  Lunch & General Session 

ELGL – Introduction and History [Willamette Ballroom] 

 

2:00 – 2:15 pm  Break & Exhibit Hall 

2:15 – 3:15 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 Budgeting for the Next Recession  [Santiam 1-3] 

 Emergency Management – Lessons Learned from the  

Salem Water Emergency of 2018  [Santiam 6] 

 Reverse Speed Coaching  [Santiam 4-5] 

 How to Engage and Respond to the News Media  

[Croisan] 

3:15 – 3:30 pm  Break 

3:30 – 4:30 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 Unlocking Secret Treasure on the Internet: A Practical 

Toolkit  [Croisan] 

 Importing Data and Using Pivot Tables in Excel 

[Santiam 6] 

 Why Public Speaking is Important For Your Career  

[Santiam 4-5] 

 CAFR/ PAFR/ Budget GFOA Award Programs  

[Santiam 1-3] 

 

4:30 – 5:15 pm Certification Information &  

              Committee Meetings 

OGFOA Certification Program  [Croisan] 

OGFOA Committee Meetings   
  

Wednesday October 17, 2018 
 

8:00 – 8:30am Breakfast & Espresso Cart  

8:30 – 10:15am General Session 

PERS Update: The Legal Analysis Issues [Willamette 

Ballroom] 

 

10:15 – 10:30 am Break 

10:30am – 11:45  Closing General Session 

Economic Update  [Willamette Ballroom] 
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The 2018 Fall Conference will feature OGFOA’s first annual giving event. During the 

Fall Conference OGFOA will be partnering with Marion-Polk Food Share. This month, 

as with every month, more than 40,000 people–including 14,000 children–access emer-

gency food through the Marion-Polk Food Share partner network. This food may be a hot 

meal served at a shelter, a free community meal served at a church, or as an emergency 

food box from a food pantry. This nutritious food will stave off hunger for an individual 

or family when they need it most.  

 

MPFS and OGFOA are asking each of you to join us in action.  

Matched Giving: Your financial contribution can be made by check or cash, envelopes 

will be available throughout the conference venue and can be returned to the registration 

desk. Every $20 helps distribute a 3-5 day supply of nutritious meals to neighbors in 

need. To represent their commitment, and encourage your support, OGFOA is matching 

the first $1,000 of member support! 

 

Fill the 5: To represent their commitment to the 1 in 5 food-insecure children, OGFOA is challenging you to bring 

non-perishable food donations. All donations are welcome, but the most helpful are the kid-focused ‘Top-5’: Peanut 

Butter, Tuna, Shelf-Stable Milk, Shelf-Stable Fruit, and Grains like Oatmeal or Cereal. 

Wi-Fi 
Wireless internet is being provided to conference attendees by   

OGFOA and its sponsors.   Look for “Salem Convention Center”  

and accept the terms, no password is needed. 



 

 
 

Conference Schedule 

OGFOA 

Certification 

Program 
 

The OGFOA 

Professional Finance 

Officer Certification 

Program was 

established in 1984 in 

order to support the 

professional and 

personal growth of 

government finance 

officers in Oregon.   

The program 

promotes excellence 

in government finance 

by encouraging 

continuing education 

and participation in 

activities that improve 

the skills and abilities 

of finance 

professionals.   
 

OGFOA 

Certification 

Program 

Categories are 

denoted as follows: 
 

 Accounting 

 

 Budget 

 

Finance 

 

Management 

 

Other 

 

Technology 

 

 
 

Conference Schedule 
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Monday  

October 15, 2018 
7:30-8:30 am  Registration/ Breakfast/

Complimentary Espresso Cart/ Exhibit 

Hall 

 

8:30-10:00 am  Opening General Session 

Keynote: ZAP the GAP  - From Boomers 

to Linksters, Working With Multiple 

Generations  [Willamette Ballroom] 

Meagan Johnson 
For the first time in history, 

there are five generations 

working side by side: the 

Traditional Generation (born 

pre-1945), Baby Boomers 

(born 1946-1964), 

Generation X (born 1965-

1980), Millennial Generation 

(1981-1995), and the 

Linkster Generation (born after 1995).  

Each generation has been influenced by the 

major historical events, social trends, and cultural 

phenomena of their time (which we call 

“generational signposts.”) Consequently, each 

has different values, standards of quality, and 

attitudes toward customers and coworkers. These 

differences can wreak havoc, or they can be a 

source of incredible energy and creativity. It’s 

important to understand these differences and to 

have specific strategies for dealing with them.  

 

In this highly charged, participatory presentation, 

Meagan Johnson outlines the dominant 

generational forces in the workplace and how 

each generation’s “signpost” drives motivation, 

influences company loyalty, delivery of customer 

service and communication between coworkers. 

Learn from Meagan what you can do now to 

make the most of each generation in your 

workplace!  

Topics discussed include:  

 Generational Signposts  

 A social media policy at work that works  

 Sources of generational conflict  

 Capturing Baby Boomer brainpower before 

it walks out the door  

 Tapping into Gen Xers’ self-reliant and 

often autocratic attitudes  

 Creating a connectivity breeding ground for 

Millennials and how to start engaging the 

Millennial Generation  

 Appreciate Linksters and their future in the 

workplace  

 

10:00 – 10:30 am Break, Exhibit Hall & 

Complimentary Espresso Cart 

 

10:30am – 12 noon  Concurrent Sessions 

Keynote Breakout:  How to Avoid 

the AFTERMATH [Croisan] 
Meagan Johnson 

How to Avoid the AFTERMATH allows 

audience members to take the information and 

tools acquired during the keynote and put them to 

the test. Based upon pre-conference interviews, 

Meagan creates real-life scenarios that reflect the 

generational challenges participants are facing in 

their own industry. Meagan leads the group 

through an in-depth discussion on how to tackle 

the more perplexing generational obstacles facing 

people in their work-life and personal-life today. 

Members walk away from the program with a 

plan that will serve as their generational guide 

when they return to the office and home. Zap the 

Gap; How to Avoid the AFTERMATH is highly 

charged, highly participatory and highly fun! 

Value: 

 Audience Members will walk away with a 

clear understanding of the source of 

generational conflict 

 Audience Members will understand the cost 

of hoping it will just go away 

 Audience Members will acquire a clear-cut 

path to multi-generational 

 

Governmental Accounting 101 For “New 

to Government” Finance Professionals  
[Santiam 6] 
Debbie Smith-Wagar, Smith-Wagar 

Brucker Consulting, LLC 

Have you recently transitioned from the private 

sector into government? Are you just starting 

your career? This session will give you a good 

perspective on the differences between the 

private sector and the public sector. 
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Bond Hot Topics   
[Santiam 1-3] 

Christine Reynolds, Orrick, 

Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP; Matt 

Donahue, DA Davidson; Duncan 

Brown, Public Financial Management 
The latest round of federal tax reform has been with us now 

for about 10 months. How are bond issuers and market 

participants reacting to the loss of tax-exempt advance 

refundings, lower marginal corporate tax rates and other 

provisions of the bill? What new regulatory challenges might 

issuers face going forward? What are Green Bonds and do 

they make sense for my organization? What new and revised 

Best Practices have been put forward by the GFOA? 
 

Utility Rate Setting – Working with 

Consultant or In-House  [Santiam 4-5] 
Ron Harker, City of Roseburg; Tod Burton, Tualatin Valley 

Water District; Doug Gabbard, FCS Group; Anthony Martin, 

FCS Group  

Rate studies are large and infrequent projects that have a big 

impact on utilities. This session will discuss utility rate studies 

done in-house and with a consultant. Attendees will learn 

about rate studies, how to prepare for rate studies, and tips for 

maximizing the rate study. 

 

12:00 – 1:30 pm  Lunch & General Session 
 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Programs: Two 

Jurisdictions Share Their DEI Programs  

[Willamette Ballroom] 
 Juan Carolos Ocana-Chiu, Metro; Robyn Stowers,  

City of Gresham; Corey Falls, City of Gresham; Julia Crown, 

City of Gresham 

This is a panel discussion with representatives from the City 

of Gresham and Metro (the Portland area regional 

government). Gresham will share guiding principles, working 

with upper management, actions and values, Metro will 

discuss its efforts to provide effective services to historically 

marginalized communities and to break down barriers that 

prevent members of those communities from fully 

participating in local government activities. This will be a 

good opportunity to find ways to tap into that work and help 

your organization in its efforts. 

 

1:30 – 1:45 pm Break / Exhibit Hall 

1:45 – 3:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 

Excise Taxes, Impacts and Maniacs  [Croisan] 
Matt Brown, City of St. Helens; Adam Brown, City of 

Ontario 

A panel of maniacs that took on one of the great mysteries of 

the State of Oregon...taxes, specifically excise taxes; Sugar-

Sweetened Beverage Tax (Sugar Tax) in St. Helens, Sales 

Tax in Ontario, and Food and Beverage Tax in Ashland. See 

what they went through; the trials and tribulations, outcomes 

and pitfalls. Out-of-the-box thinkers and creative solutions 

orientated staff try their best to answer questions and come up 

with ways to find new revenues to support their cities. 
 

How Do You Do Fund Balance?   

[Santiam 1-3] 
Jim Lanzarotta, Moss Adams LLP; Ashley Osten, 

Moss Adams, LLP; Sharon Wojda, City of Bend; Kathy 

Leader, Clean Water Services; Amanda McCleary-Moore, 

Moss Adams, LLP 

This session will cover best practices in fund balance policies 

and programs. Participants will hear case studies from two 

local governments, the City of Bend, and Clean Water 

Services, as well as review a summary of fund balance 

policies of sample of local governments in Oregon. Finally, 

we will review the GASB fund balance disclosure 

requirements and discuss some best practice suggestions for 

improving disclosures. 
 

 

F 

F/M 

M 

F/A 

A/M 

Don’t Forget Your Tickets! 
Throughout the conference you will be 

asked for your lunch or reception ticket. 

These tickets are located behind your name 

badge. Please take a minute and be sure 

your name is on your lunch ticket to be eli-

gible to win the lunch raffle.  
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Are You Ready to Deal with a Cyber Attack?  

[Santiam 4-5] 
Troy Hawes, Moss Adams , LLP; Kevin Villanueva,  

Moss Adams, LLP 

Information technology departments are constantly burdened 

with keeping up with cyber threats and risks. Adversaries and 

cyber criminals are always coming up with new ways to disrupt 

access to systems or exfiltrate data from an organization. How 

do you know if your organization is adequately prepared to deal 

with a cyber-threat and possible breach attempt? This session 

will introduce the concept of red team penetration testing as a 

means to test incident response capabilities and preparedness. 
 

Public Investment 101: Who’s Managing Your 

Portfolio [Santiam 6] 

Shannon Bell, Jackson County; Roger Dawes, Washington 

County; Mary Otley, Benton County 

In this session we will explore advantages and disadvantages of 

managing an investment portfolio yourself or hiring an 

investment manager. 

 

3:00 – 3:30 pm Break & Exhibit Hall 

3:30 – 5:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 
 

Property Tax Exemptions  [Santiam 6] 

Wendy Johnson,League of Oregon Cities; Danette 

Benjamin, Oregon Department of Revenue 

Property Tax Exemptions – You’ve been hearing for years 

about the need for property tax reform, primarily dealing with 

Measures 5 and 50 and the impacts both of those measures 

have had on local revenues.  But, do you know about the 

impact the State Legislature continues to have on our local 

revenues, in the name of economic development and other 

policy goals?  Property Tax Exemptions were responsible for 

an estimated $9.8 Billion for the 2015-17 biennium with taxes 

imposed being $11.89 Billion, meaning that Oregon exempts 

almost as much as we tax.  Come learn about how the 137-ish 

exemptions related to local property taxes impact our local 

budgets and what we can be doing about them. 

 

Cash Handling in Challenging Locations  

[Corisan] 

Laurie Steele, Marion County; Amanda Bewersdorff, 

Washington County  

If you or your employees handle money at challenging 

locations, this session is for you! In this session we will explore 

various internal controls that could be utilized at some of our 

more unique or non-traditional locations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speed Coaching  [Santiam 4-5] 

Monica Steele, Clatsop County; Rob Moody, PlanB 

Assurance Services; Jonas Biery, City of Portland; Sandra 

Montoya, City of Woodburn; Christa Bosserman-Wolfe, 

Clackamas County; Ron Harker, City of Roseburg; Debbie 

Smith-Wagar, Smith-Wagar Brucker Consulting LLP; Tod 

Burton, Tualatin Valley Water District 

You may have heard of Speed Dating...how about Speed 

Coaching? In this fun and informative session spend an hour 

having four 15-minute 1 on 1 or small group discussions with 

coaches on topics ranging from career pathways to becoming a 

finance director/CFO to professional development topics such 

as accounting, finance and HR. Our panel of coaches have a 

broad range experience both inside and outside the public 

sector. Here is a chance to ask lots of questions and receive 

career advice from some of OGFOA's finest. 
 

Public Investment 201  [Santiam 1-3] 

Wayne Lowry, Deschutes County; Garrett Cudahey, 

Oregon State Treasury; Deanne Woodring, Government 

Portfolio Advisors 

So you have an investment policy, now what do you need to 

know? Learn what your next steps are if you will be investing 

in-house, selecting a broker, contracting to a third party or 

would like to know how to conduct a cash flow analysis to 

create a ladder. The speakers will be able to answer your public 

investing questions to leave you feeling prepared. 
 

5:00 – 6:30pm Welcome Reception & Exhibit 

Hall 

Tuesday  

October 16, 2018 
7:30-8:30 am  Registration/ Breakfast/Complimentary 

Espresso Cart/ Exhibit Hall 
 

8:30-10:00am – General Session  

Keynote: Dwight Brashear: TEDx Presenter, 

Disruptive Leader “Inheriting the Family 

Business, Practical Steps for Developing the Capacity 

to Project the “I” in to Thou.”  [Willamette Ballroom] 
Dwight Brashear; South Metro Area Regional Transit  

Dwight's compelling story will take 

the audience on a triumphant journey 

from selfish to selfless, from zero to 

hero. The audience will leave inspired, 

encouraged and believing that a life 

dedicated to public service is a life not 

all wasted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

T/M 

F 

A/M 
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O 
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Register for the GFOA 23nd Annual  GAAP Update  

Register for the GAAP Update through 

OGFOA and Save! 

 

Register today at www.ogfoa.org/events for the 

23rdAnnual GAAP Update. By registering 

through OGFOA you can take advantage of 

special discounted group pricing.  

 

 

Registration must be submitted through the 

OGFOA website by October 23, 2018.  

The 2018 GAAP Update will be available on 

two dates:   
 

November 1, 2018  

December 5, 2018 
 

More information on this training is available 

at www.ogfoa.org.  
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10:00 – 10:30 am Break, Exhibit Hall & Espresso Cart 

 

10:30am – 12 noon  Concurrent Sessions 

Investing in Agency Securities - Updates from  

the DC Beltway [Santiam 6] 

 Denise de Bombelles, Federal Home Loans Banks 

Office of Finance; Anthony Silva, Fannie Mae; Rob Owens, 

Farmer Mac; Dave Sloop, CastleOak Securities   

Fannie Mae, the Federal Home Loan Banks, Farmer Mac and 

Tennessee Valley Authority will provide updates on the 

Agency debt markets, review recent issuance trends and market 

dynamics, discuss the impact of regulatory changes and share 

how they see the agency markets evolving over the coming 

months and years. This session will include short presentations 

by each of the Agencies, followed by a moderated panel and 

audience Q&A. 

 

Budgeting for Local Governments – The 

Fundamentals  [Santiam 4-5] 

Craig Gibons, TSCC  

This session is for those who are new to Oregon local 

government budgeting and for experienced budgeters who want 

to step back from the numbers and take a fresh look at the 

process. We will cover the State of Oregon’s local government 

laws (ORS 294.305-565), related Administrative Rules, and 

some theory and practice. Spoiler Alert: Round the numbers it’s 

a budget. It’s not payroll! 

 

Business Writing - Know Your Reading Audience  

[Croisan] 

Elizabeth Tierney, Willamette University 

As a communicator, when you understand your 

audience, you should be more successful achieving your 

communication goals.  This workshop is designed to strengthen 

your abilities by honing your skills at analyzing your audience 

and tailoring your message. 

 

 

 

Accounting GASB Update  [Santiam 1-3] 
Debbie Smith-Wagar, Smith-Wagar Brucker 

Consulting, LLC 

Please join this session for a comprehensive GASB 34 

crosswalk. In addition, there will be updates on any relevant 

GASB pronouncements. 

 

12:00 – 2:00 pm  Lunch & General Session 

 

ELGL – Introduction and History  

[Willamette Ballroom] 
 Kirsten Wyatt, ELGL 

The Enagaing Local Government Leaders network is Oregon 

born and bred. Learn more about this national local government 

network with more than 4,000 member, and how it started 

during a lunch hour at the Lake Oswego Grill. 
 

2:00 – 2:15 pm  Break & Exhibit Hall 

2:15 – 3:15 pm Concurrent Sessions 

Budgeting for the Next Recession   

[Santiam 1-3] 
Wayne Lowry, Deschutes County; Nancy Brewer, City of 

Corvallis 

Recessions come unexpectedly. How can you expect the 

un-expectable? How do you convince your electeds that they 

need to own the plan? 

 

Emergency Management – Lessons Learned 

form Salem Water Emergency of 2018  

[Santiam 6] 
Ed Flick, City of Salem 

On May 29, 2018 the City of Salem advised residents that 

children five years and under, the elderly, and those with 

compromised immune systems should not drink the city 

drinking water due to the presence of toxins from blue algae. 

This session will present the Salem Water Crisis as a case study 

in multi-agency emergency preparedness and response. This 

incident tested several core capabilities (e.g. Planning; 

Situational Assessment; Public Information and Warning; 
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Conference Schedule Continued 

Operational Coordination; Mass Care: 

Operational Communications). Participants 

will learn about what went well, what did 

not, and how all jurisdictions can be better 

prepared. This session will not be focused 

on related financial policies or FEMA reimbursement 

procedures for emergencies. 
 

Speed Networking [Santiam 4-5] 
Brandie McNamee, Jefferson County; Kingston 

Sprague, TriMet; Kayla Nelson, Wasco County; Jodi Burch, 

City of Redmond; Lauren Breithaupt, City of West Linn; 

Joseph O’Neill, City of Sisters; Sue Unger, Clackamas County 

In this session, seven amazing professionals have agreed to act 

as coaches with whom you will have the opportunity to 

network.  We will arrange the chairs into an intimate smaller 

group format to decrease the intimidation factor for both our 

coaches and our participants.  The goal is to make it interactive 

thereby generating meaningful dialog authentically.  Kirsten 

Wyatt from ELGL has graciously agreed to participate as the 

facilitator and write some questions to help ignite 

our  conversations and keep the momentum going through 

approximately 5 rotations.  You can pick and choose with 

which coaches you want to network with when.  Come and be 

ready to network with those ever looming questions like : 

"What attracted you to government finance?"  "What do you 

look for in a boss/organization?"  "What are your work life 

balance priorities?"  
 

How to Engage and Respond to the News 

Media  [Croisan] 

Kevin Curry,Ph.D.,  Linfield College 

Learn how to deal with the news media both proactively and 

reactively. Tips on becoming their “go-to” source for experts, 

as well as for those less positive news stories. 

 

3:15 – 3:30 pm  Break 

3:30 – 4:30 pm Concurrent Sessions 

Unlocking Secret Treasure on the Internet:  

A Practical Toolkit  [Croisan] 
Martha Kellam, Oregon State Treasury; Andrew Scott, Metro; 

Craig Gibons, TSCC; Moderator - Nikolai Sklaroff, Wells 

Fargo 

Let our panel of experienced treasure seekers guide you 

through the jungle of fake news, internet trolls and other 

lurking dangers, to discover the hidden treasures awaiting 

finance officers on the internet. Whether you are an emerging 

professional looking for your first map, or an old veteran with 

a rusty compass needing to update your tools to keep up with 

more nimble young explorers, our panelists will help you 

excavate the internet for valuable information. We will begin 

by exploring the forbidding caverns of municipal bond finance 

with tools from MDAC and explore other financing resources 

from other Oregon State agencies. Then we will ascend the 

peaks of budget and finance using the best tools and practices 

from the GFOA and other helpful websites. Finally, 

prospecting for hidden veins of informational gold, we will 

explore little known websites useful on your finance journey. 

Return from your journey with a toolkit full of useful resources 

gathered along this one hour journey. 
 

Importing Data and Using Pivot Tables in Excel 

[Santiam 6] 
Cynthia Granatir, Marion County  

Learn how to import data from other sources into Excel, how 

to improve the usability of imported data, and how to quickly 

sort, summarize and analyze data using Excel pivot tables. 

Bring your own laptop for a hands-on experience or just follow 

along with the presentation. Practice files used during the 

session will be available for download. 
 

Why Public Speaking is Important For Your 

Career  [Santiam 4-5] 
Kristen Grainger, Willamette University; Don Hudson, 

City of Tualatin 

Have you ever had to present an idea or a report to other 

employees, supervisors or elected officials?  Did the inside of 

your mouth feel like the Sahara Desert, but your palms felt like 

the Pacific Ocean?  Did you heart beat faster than the hardest 

aerobic exercise you can imagine?  Did the butterflies in your 

stomach feel like a scene out of Alfred Hitchcock’s “The 

Birds” playing out inside your gut?  It doesn’t have to be that 

way.  In fact, the sooner you can get past some of these 

feelings, the better it will be for your career.  We all have to do 

presentations, and the further you go in your career, the more 

you’ll have to do.  Come learn some tips and tricks, as well as 

what you can do going forward, to make your public speaking 

more effective and more comfortable. 

 

CAFR/ PAFR/ Budget GFOA Award 

Programs  [Santiam 1-3] 
Ellie Jones, City of Cornelius; Bonnie Dennis, City of 

Milwaukie; Jeanna Yaeger, City of Albany; Ron Harker, City 

of Roseburg 

A panel presentation that will introduce those that are not 

familiar with GFOA's three award programs to  their purposes 

and requirements. Practitioners from three communities that 

earn all three awards will speak to why you should pursue the 

awards, what the benefits are, and what additional work is 

required as well as providing helpful insights and tips on how 

to earn the awards. 
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4:30 – 5:15 pm Certification Information  

  & Committee Meetings 

OGFOA Certification Program  [Croisan] 
Find out what the benefits of a Professional Finance Officers 

Certification are to you and your local government entity. 

Find out how easy it is to apply, achieve, and maintain your 

professional certification. Learn about the new changes to the 

program. 

 

OGFOA Committee Meetings   

Accounting Standards Review [Santiam 4-5] 

Emerging Issues [Santiam 1-3] 

 

Wednesday October 17, 2018 
8:00 – 8:30am Breakfast & Espresso Cart  

[Willamette Foyer] 

8:30 – 10:15am General Session 

PERS Update: The Legal Analysis Issues  

[Willamette Ballroom] 

Bill Gary, Harrang Long; Tim Nesbitt, Consultant 
Come hear Tim Nesbitt of the Oregon Business Council and 

attorney Bill Gary of Harrang Long describe efforts to pursue 

additional legislative modifications to PERS and the legal 

parameters under which those changes will be 

evaluated.  Tim, a consultant, former Chief of Staff to 

Governor Kulongoski, and former President of the Oregon 

AFL-CIO, has been working with a coalition of AOC, LOC, 

OSBA and OCCA on these efforts.  Bill has served as lead 

counsel for Oregon Local Governments in connection with 

reform of the PERS System since 1998. He also led the 

successful litigation challenging mismanagement of PERS, 

wrote and lobbied for enactment of comprehensive PERS 

reform legislation in 2003, and has represented local 

governments in numerous challenges to legislation by public 

employee unions. These two ‘in the know’ experts will lead 

us through what a possible future might be in PERS-land. 

 
 

10:15 – 10:30 am Break 

10:30am – 11:45  Closing General Session 

Economic Update  [Willamette Ballroom] 
Tom Potiowsky, Northwest Economic Research Center 

Annual economic update from Tom Potiowsky former 

Oregon State Economist and Director of the Northwest 

Economic Research Center at Portland State University.    

2018-19 OGFOA 
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Lisa Young, President  
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City of Portland 

 

Toby LaFrance, Director 

City of Tigard 
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Piper Jaffray 
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Meagan Johnson 
Meagan is known as a "Generational Humorist" and has a 

outspoken, take-no-prisoners Gen X attitude and 

challenges her audiences to think differently and act 

decisively when dealing with multiple generations. 

Meagan's Zap the Gap presentation helps participants 

think more about the methods they use to reach out to the 

Linkster, Millennial, Gen X and Baby Boomer 

generations. Outdated methods can leave you scratching 

your head and empty handed. Zap the Gap offers a 

comprehensive, thoughtful and humorous look at the 

generations of Americans in the workplace, and the life 

events that shaped each generation's work styles, traits, 

buying habits and needs.  

 

Debbie Smith-Wagar, Smith Wagar Brucker 

Consulting 
Debbie has more than 20 years of local government 

accounting, budgeting and auditing experience. She has 

worked in the finance department of two cities, audited 

multiple cities, counties and special districts, and has 

worked for a software company that developed fund 

accounting software for local governments across the 

country. Debbie has a BS in Accounting and a BA in 

Journalism. Debbie also teaches Governmental and Not-

for-Profit Accounting at Portland State University. 

 

Christine Reynolds, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, 

LLP 
Christine Reynolds is a partner in the Public Finance 

Department of Orrick Herrington in Portland. She has 

broad experience as bond counsel, disclosure counsel, 

underwriter’s counsel and borrower’s counsel across a 

wide range of public finance sectors. Christine’s expertise 

includes various general obligation and revenue bond 

financings, including those relating to transportation, 

education, healthcare, water and wastewater, urban 

renewal, public power and other infrastructure financings. 

She has extensive knowledge and experience with 

disclosure requirements for municipal issuers under 

federal securities laws, including both initial and 

continuing disclosure issues, material events disclosure, 

public offerings, private placements and other matters. 

Christine is a frequent speaker at conferences and 

seminars given by trade and professional organizations 

within the municipal finance industry. 

 

Matt Donahue, D. A. Davidson & Co. 
Matt Donahue has acted as financial advisor or 

investment banker on over 80 financings for public 

entities in Oregon. He has been serving Oregon clients 

since 2010. From 2007 to 2010, Matt worked as a debt 

manager in the State of New Jersey’s Office of Public 

Finance where he oversaw the state’s interest rate swap 

and variable rate debt portfolio. Prior to working in public 

finance, Matt was an elementary school teacher and 

helped start up an online learning company. He graduated 

from Harvard College with a BA in Afro-American 

Studies and from the Yale School of Management with an 

MBA focused on Finance. Matt served as the chair for 

Governor Kitzhaber’s Task Force on School Capital 

Improvement Planning and helped draft the legislation 

that established the Office of School Facilities and the 

OSCIM grant program. Matt is the Board President for 

the Institute for Learning Innovation and volunteers on 

the finance committee for Open School in Portland, 

Oregon. He lives in Portland with his wife and two 

daughters who attend Portland Public Schools and enjoys 

playing music with family and friends. 

 

Duncan Brown, Public Financial Management 
Duncan Brown is a Senior Managing Consultant based in 

PFM's Portland office. He serves as a financial advisor 

(municipal advisor) to local governments, special 

districts, and not-for-profit entities throughout Oregon 

and Washington. He began his career with PFM in 2006. 

His experience as a financial advisor includes transactions 

under a wide variety of structures and security types, 

including general obligation bonds, full faith and credit 

obligations, utility revenue bonds, port revenue bonds, 

special tax revenue bonds, 501(c)3 conduit transactions, 

and tax increment and urban renewal financings. Duncan 

helps clients develop and implement long-term capital 

plans; manage outstanding debt obligations and credit 

ratings; and evaluate funding and financing options for 

potential new projects. Duncan is a regular speaker at 

 
 

Speaker Biography 

                                                                        
(In Order of Appearance)  



 

12 

government 

finance 

conferences, 

including 

OGFOA. A Northwest native, he earned a bachelor's 

degree in Politics from Pomona College in Claremont, 

California. In his spare time, he enjoys craft beer, 

seafood, and dragging his wife and young daughter on 

road trips throughout the Pacific Northwest. 

 

Ron Harker, City of Roseburg 
Ron has been the Finance Director for the City of 

Roseburg since January 2014 where he oversees all 

financial, court and IT operations for the City. 

Previously, he served the City of Sutherlin in the same 

capacity for almost fifteen years. Prior to becoming a 

Finance Director, Ron worked as a management analyst 

for the Umpqua Regional Council of Governments and a 

management intern for the Cities of Lathrop, CA and 

Bountiful, UT. While his duties are varied, he is 

especially fond of budgeting, long-range forecasting/

planning and modeling. Ron has a BA from the 

University of Calgary and an MPA (with emphasis in 

Public Finance) from Brigham Young University's 

Marriott School of Management. 

 

Tod Burton, Tualatin Valley Water District 
Tod has been with the Tualatin Valley Water District 

(TVWD) since 2006 where he is involved with financial 

planning, capital planning, rates and charges, debt 

management, treasury, and investments. He serves as 

TVWD’s Budget and Investment Officer. His prior 

experience includes positions with the Portland 

Development Commission, Portland’s Bureau of 

Environmental Services, the City of Simi Valley, CA and 

the League of California Cities. Tod has presented on a 

number of finance-related topics where the audience 

occasionally laughs at his jokes. Tod has an MBA from 

Claremont Graduate University and BS from Lewis and 

Clark College. He is active with the OGFOA currently 

serving as Past President. 

 

Doug Gabbard, FCS Group 
Doug Gabbard is a project manager with 11 years of 

experience in government finance. After earning his 

MBA at the University of Oregon and then serving as a 

financial analyst in state and local governments in 

Oregon, Doug began his consulting career with FCS 

GROUP in 2011. Doug has guided local governments in 

Oregon and Washington through the setting of utility 

rates and impact fees, and he is an expert is system 

development charges. Doug sees fiscal sustainability as 

the central challenge of local government. His passion is 

to help governments understand the full, ongoing costs of 

both their services and their assets. Only when those 

costs are quantified and compared with available revenue 

can governing bodies make informed decisions about the 

level of service that can be sustainable. 

 

Anthony Martin, FCS Group 
Anthony Martin is an FCS GROUP analyst with over 

four years of public sector analysis experience. Anthony 

serves as both a member of FCS GROUP’s economics 

and finance practices and performs economic impact 

studies, strategic planning, infrastructure financing and 

financial impact fee studies for parks and utilities. He 

enjoys serving the public and helping cities and utilities 

make sound economic decisions for their constituents. He 

received his BA in Political Science at the University of 

Oregon and earned his MP Aff. in Public Affairs at the 

University of Texas., FCS Group 

 

Juan Carlos Ocaña-Chíu, Metro 
Juan Carlos Ocaña-Chíu, Metro Parks + Nature 

Department Business Services Manager, will discuss 

Metro’s approach to racial equity. Until recently, Juan 

Carlos worked in the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

Program and was one of the main architects of Metro’s 

Strategic Plan to Advance Racial Equity, Diversity, and 

Inclusion. 

 

Robyn Stowers, City of Gresham 
Robyn Stowers is the City of Gresham’s Senior Urban 

Renewal Coordinator focusing on the Rockwood Rising 

neighborhood project. 

 

Corey Falls, City of Gresham 
Corey Falls is the City of Gresham’s Director of Public 

Safety/Deputy City Manager and oversees the Gresham 

Police and Fire Departments. 

 

Julia Crown, City of Gresham 
Julia Crown is the City of Gresham’s Environmental 

Specialist working with businesses to control their 

industrial wastewater for environmental protection. 

 

Speaker Biography  
Continued 



 

 

Matt Brown, City of St. Helens 
Matt has served as Finance Director for the City of St. 

Helens since June 2016. Prior to that, Matt was a 

Senior Management Analyst with the City of Forest 

Grove and Finance Director for the City of Hubbard. 

Matt holds a B.S. degree from Western Oregon 

University, MBA from Marylhurst University and is 

currently working on an Executive Leadership 

Program with Harvard University’s Kennedy School. 

Matt has been married for 12 years, has 1 daughter 

(Age 7) and enjoys playing volleyball and analyzing 

the Portland Trailblazers salary cap issues. 

 

Adam Brown, City of Ontario 
Since June of 2016, Adam Brown has served as the 

City Manager of Ontario, Oregon. Prior to that Adam 

was Deputy County Administrator of Jackson County, 

Michigan, population 160,000, for 8 years. He served 

as Interim Administrator from January through July of 

2011. Prior to working in Michigan he worked in the 

State of Virginia for two counties, a town, and two 

cities. He has worked in a diversity of environments in 

local government including the fast paced growth of 

Northern Virginia/Washington DC are to 

unprecedented contraction in Michigan. Adam holds 

an Associate’s degree in Pre-Architecture from BYU-

Idaho, a Bachelor’s degree from Virginia Tech in 

Public & Urban Affairs and a Masters of Public 

Administration from Virginia Tech where he worked 

and studied as a Community Development Work Study 

Fellow through the US Department of Housing & 

Urban Development. Adam has been married for 21 

years and they have 6 children (5 daughters and 1 son) 

from ages 19 to 7. He enjoys spending time with his 

family, serving in his church, participating in the 

International City/County Managers Association 

(ICMA), gardening, beekeeping, woodworking, and 

refereeing and coaching soccer. 

 

Jim Lanzarotta, Moss Adams, LLP 
Jim has been in public accounting since 1984 and 

specializes in providing audit, accounting, and 

consulting services to governmental entities, including 

state agencies, counties, cities, universities and their 

foundations, port and transportation authorities, and 

water, sewer, and other special districts. Jim is 

currently an appointed member of the Financial 

Accounting Foundation’s Governmental Accounting 

Standards Advisory Council, a group of leaders 

responsible for advising GASB on issues related to the 

financial accounting and reporting by state and local 

governments. Previously, Jim served for three years on 

GASB's Comprehensive Implementation Guide 

Advisory Committee and for six years on the AICPA's 

State and Local Government Expert Panel, serving as 

its chair for a three-year term that ended in 2012. Jim 

is also a nationally recognized and sought-after 

speaker for organizations such as the AICPA, the 

Government Finance Officers Association, and the 

National Association of College and University 

Business Officers, as well as state CPA societies. 

 

Ashley Osten, Moss Adams, LLP 
Ashley has been in public accounting since 2005. She 

provides accounting, auditing, and consulting services 

to a wide variety of not-for-profit organizations and 

state and local governments including audits subject to 

Government Auditing Standards and the Uniform 

Grant Guidance. Ashley is a member of the Firm’s 

Governmental Technical Committee. She received her  

degree in accounting from the University of Idaho. 

 

Sharon Wojda, City of Bend 
Sharon Wojda started her career as an auditor with 

Arthur Andersen, later worked for a northwest regional 

lending institution, and joined the City of Bend in 

2004. Since that time she has held a variety of 

positions within the Finance Department including 

Budget Analyst, Budget Manager, and Support 

Services Manager, which included management of 

utility billing and customer service operations. Sharon 

has been the City of Bend's Finance Director since 

June 2014. 

 

Kathleen Leader, Clean Water Services 
Kathy Leader is the Finance Manager for Clean Water 

Service and has been with the District since 2007. 

Prior to joining the District, Kathy was the Finance 

Director for the City of Troutdale, Oregon. Kathy has 

over 21 years’ experience in finance management, 

including over five years in non-profit healthcare 

finance as Fiscal 

Services 

Director for 

Holgate Center 

in Portland, 

Oregon. 
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Amanda McCleary-Moore, Moss Adams, LLP 
Amanda has practiced public accounting since 2000 and 

focuses on serving clients in the government and not-for-

profit industries. She has provided a range of services to 

her tax-exempt clients, Amanda leads the not-for-profit 

and government group in the firm’s Medford office. 

 

Troy Hawes, Moss Adams Advisory Services 

Troy Hawes,CISSP, CISM, CISA, PCI QSA, PCI ASV, 

CCSFP, Director, Moss Adams Advisory Services Troy 

has been providing IT consulting services since 2001. He 

serves clients in a variety of industries, including 

government entities, communications and media 

organizations, various critical infrastructure sectors, 

health care organizations, publicly traded entities, 

private businesses, and higher education institutions.  

 

Kevin Villanueva, Moss Adams Advisory Services 
Kevin Villanueva, CISA, CISSP, PCI QSA, HITRUST 

CCSFP, Partner Moss Adams Advisory Services Kevin 

has been in the information technology field since 1997 

and leads the firm's IT infrastructure and security 

practice. He specializes in government, not-for-profit, 

private entity, higher education, and health care clients. 

His areas of practice include IT security assessments; 

penetration testing; PCI DSS assessments; HIPAA 

compliance auditing; HITRUST readiness and validation 

assessments; strategic technology planning; disaster 

recovery and business continuity planning; policies, 

procedures, and documentation development; and 

project management. In addition, he has designed and 

conducted technology assessments based on the 

internationally recognized ISO/IEC 27001/2, NIST, and 

COBIT standards, and has served as technical counsel on 

hundreds of technology security projects. Kevin has led 

engagements for dozens of public entities throughout the 

western United States.  

 

Shannon Bell, Jackson County 
Shannon Bell has been with Jackson County as Finance 

Director for nine years and is responsible for accounting, 

treasury and tax collection functions for the County. 

Prior to this she was Chief Accounting Officer at Harry 

and David and a Manager at a major public accounting 

firm. She has an undergraduate degree from the 

University of Oregon in Accounting and Finance, an 

MBA from LeTourneau University and is a past CPA 

with the State of Washington. When she is not managing 

the finances for the County you can usually find her in 

Cabo where she leads mission trips to build houses for 

the locals, outside grocery stores selling Girl Scout 

cookies with her daughter and troop or scrapbooking 

family memories. 

 

Roger Dawes, Washington County 
I started working at Washington County in June, 2008. 

As Controller I manage the Budget team and Treasury / 

Cash Management staff. I also oversee the Management 

Accounting team which maintain the general ledger, 

capital assets, and who are responsible for producing the 

annual financial reports (CAFR) for the County and its 

five component units. Prior to coming to the County, I 

spent nine years at the City of Tigard. I have a BS in 

Accounting from Central Washington University in 

Ellensburg, Washington. I’m active with OGFOA 

serving on the Education Committee and a past member 

of the Accounting and Standards Review and Emerging 

Issues committees. I am also a Past-President for 

OGFOA. I encourage everyone to be active in this great 

organization. 

 

Mary Otley, Benton County 
Mary Otley has worked for Benton County since 1985.  

Mary graduated from OSU (Go BEAVS).  Mary is a 

Certified Public Accountant and a Past President of 

OGFOA. 

 

Wendy Johnson, League of Oregon Cities 
Wendy Johnson joined the League of Oregon Cities in 

2015.  She handles the League’s tax, finance and 

economic development portfolio as part of the lobbying 

team.  Her focus areas have included property tax 

reform, lodging taxes, marijuana taxes, construction 

excise taxes, property tax exemptions, local budgeting 

law, business tax incentives and infrastructure financing.  
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Ms. Johnson served as Deputy Director and General 

Counsel of the Oregon Law Commission, housed at 

Willamette University College of Law from 2001 to 

2015.   

Ms. Johnson came to the Commission from the Oregon 

Supreme Court where she was the lead petitions law 

clerk.   She clerked for Chief Justice Wallace P. Carson 

and the Court from 1998 to 2001.  Before working for 

the Court, she clerked for Attorney General Hardy 

Myers and the front office attorneys at the Oregon 

Department of Justice.  She is a member of the Oregon 

State Bar, Oregon Women Lawyers, OGFOA, and the 

Oregon Capitol Club.  She serves on the board of 

OEDA.  Ms. Johnson earned her law degree magna cum 

laude at Willamette University College of Law.  A 

native Iowan, she received her bachelor of arts degree 

(political science) also magna cum laude from Central 

College in Iowa.  Follow her on Twitter 

@WendyJohnsonOR 

 

Laurie Steele, Marion County 
Laurie has been the elected county treasurer for Marion 

County Oregon since 2003. She was designated as the 

PCI Compliance Manager for Marion County in 2011. 

Laurie is a Certified Public Funds Investment Manager 

and serves on the Oregon Short Term Fund Board, the 

Oregon Municipal Debt Advisory Commission and the 

Board of Directors for the Association of Oregon 

Counties. She is past president of the Oregon 

Association of County Treasurers and is a contributing 

author and instructor for the Public Treasury Institute. 

 

Amanda Bewersdorff, Washington County 
Amanda started working at Washington County in 

August, 2009. As Senior Management Analyst she 

manages the Financial Operations staff which includes 

Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable, Payroll and 

our purchasing card program. Prior to coming to the 

County, Bewersdorff spent eighteen months at the City 

of Hillsboro and fifteen years at the City of Tigard. 

Amanda has a BS in Business Administration from 

Warner Pacific University in Portland, Oregon and an 

Associate’s Degree in Accounting with an emphasis in 

Computer Programming from Central Oregon 

Community College in Bend, Oregon 

 

Christa Bosserman-Wolf, Clackamas County 

Christa is the Interim Finance Director for Clackamas 

County, managing Finance, Procurement, Facilities and 

Fleet with 107 FTE and approximately a $24 million 

dollar annual budget.  She is also assigned to the 

County’s Courthouse team and is developing the 

financing plan for this large-scale capital 

project.  Christa is a Certified Public Accountant and is 

actively pursuing the GFOA’s Certified Public Finance 

Officer designation.  She serves on the both the 

Developing Professionals Committee and the 

Accounting Standards Review Committee for OGFOA.  

 

Sandra Montoya, City of Woodburn 
Sandra Montoya has twenty-five years of government 

experience. She began her municipal career in a high 

school intern program which allowed her to rotate to a 

different city departments every six months and 

nurtured an appreciation for government service. After 

receiving her Bachelor’s in Accounting from California 

State University Fresno, she began her full-time career 

in government finance. In 2012 Sandra received her 

MBA from Willamette University. Over her career she 

has taken advantage of every opportunity to learn new 

finance functions including; audit preparation, utility 

supervisor, AR/AP supervisor, treasurer, debt manager, 

redevelopment, capital improvements, fixed assets, and 

budget. She is currently the Finance Director in 

Woodburn, Oregon. Sandra looks forward to sharing her 

experience to develop the next generation of leaders. 

 

Jonas Biery, City of Portland 
B. Jonas Biery is the Business Services Manager for the 

City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services, 

where his responsibilities include management of the 

sewer/stormwater utility’s administrative and financial 

services.  He previously worked as the Debt Manager 

for the City of Portland, and has completed over 200 

financing transactions including prior experience as both 

an investment banker and an independent municipal 

advisor.  Jonas recently served two years as Chair of the 

GFOA Committee on Governmental Debt Management, 

and is a frequent presenter on public finance topics 

locally and nationwide.  Jonas holds both a BA degree 

and an MBA from Portland State University. 

 

Rob Moody, PlanB Assurance Services, LLP 

Rob Moody is a partner with PlanB Assurance Services, 

LLP.  Rob and his team provide specialized consulting 

and advisory services to local governments with the 

objective of increasing efficiency and effectiveness, and 

strengthening internal controls for their clients.  Rob's 
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background in government goes back nearly 30 years as 

a government finance officer, auditor, and now a 

consultant. 

Wayne Lowry, Deschutes County 
Wayne Lowry, Finance Director/Treasurer, Deschutes 

County: Wayne has been around for a long time. His 

humble beginnings include a stint at a quail farm and as a 

housewares salesman at Sears. He reluctantly began his 

local government career in 1980 as an internal auditor 

with Orange County California. It is a well known fact 

that Orange County was solvent when he left there in 

1986 although it went into bankruptcy a few years later. 

Being confused about his destiny, Wayne spent a number 

of years with the City of Tigard, Washington County and 

the Sherwood School District. Having finally seen the 

light, Wayne has been the Finance Director/Treasurer for 

Deschutes County since July 2013. He was elected as the 

Treasurer for Deschutes County in November 2014 and 

is running again in 2018. Some of Wayne’s fondest 

memories were his 6 years with the Sherwood School 

District as the senior budget layoff specialist. Wayne has 

a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration – with a 

concentration in Accounting from California State 

University, Long Beach. He is a Certified Public 

Accountant, and a Past President of the Oregon 

Municipal Finance Officers Association. Wayne also was 

a member of the Oregon Short Term Fund Board from 

2008 to 2012 as the OSBA appointee and has 

participated over the years on the PERS Employers Task 

Force. Wayne resides in Deschutes County and spends 

his free time fly fishing, feeding Alpaca’s and planning 

for retirement. 

 

Garrett Cudahey, Oregon State Treasury 
Garrett Cudahey, Fixed Income Investment Officer, 

Oregon State Treasury: Garrett Cudahey is a fixed 

income Investment Officer within Capital Markets and is 

responsible for the portfolio management of the Oregon 

Short Term Fund. Mr. Cudahey also assists the Capital 

Market and Private Market teams in underwriting, 

evaluating and monitoring investments in public and 

private debt strategies for the Oregon Public Employees 

Retirement Fund. Mr. Cudahey has over 7 years of 

experience in the fixed income markets in various roles 

including compliance, trading, credit analysis and 

portfolio management. Prior to joining the State of 

Oregon, Mr. Cudahey was a financial statement auditor 

with Deloitte in their Portland Oregon office. Mr. 

Cudahey has a BS in Business Administration from 

Oregon State University and is currently enrolled at 

Indiana University’s Kelley School of Business where he 

is pursuing a Masters of Business Administration degree. 

Mr. Cudahey is a Certified Public Accountant, a 

Chartered Financial Analyst charter holder and a 

Chartered Alternative Investment Analyst. 

 

Deanne Woodring, Government Portfolio Advisors 
Deanne Woodring, President/Senior Portfolio Advisor, 

Government Portfolio Advisors: Ms.Woodring is a co-

founder and principal of Government Portfolio Advisors 

and serves as President and Senior Portfolio Advisor. She 

is responsible for directly advising clients on all aspects 

of the portfolio management process, overseeing the 

management of the company, client relations and the 

strategic direction for investment holdings. She is 

responsible for managing over $5 billion in separate 

portfolios for public entities and consults on an additional 

$5.5 billion. Her clients include state general funds, 

cities, counties, water districts, power districts, university 

funds, and other public finance authorities. Assets under 

management include operating funds, reserve funds, 

project funds and bond proceeds. Ms. Woodring works in 

collaboration with clients to develop best practice 

procedures, increased accountability and the installation 

of transparent strategies.  

Ms. Woodring is a pioneer in implementing benchmark 

strategies into public entity investment programs through 

developing short and long range investment strategies, 

risk analysis and performance tracking. Ms. Woodring 

graduated from the University of Oregon with a Bachelor 

of Science degree in Finance. She earned a Master’s of 

Business degree from the University of Washington. She 

holds the designation of Chartered Financial Analyst 

(CFA-1989) through the CFA Institute, and is a member 

of the Portland Society of Security Analysts. She also 

holds Series 63, 65, 24, 3, and 7 licenses from the 

Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA).  

She appears often at industry workshops, as a speaker at 

the Government Finance Officers Association national 

meetings, and is actively involved in a number of state 

finance organizations including Oregon Government 

Finance Officers Association, New Mexico Finance 

Officers Association and the Washington Finance 

Officers Association. 

Speaker Biography  
Continued 
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Dwight Brashear, TEDx Presenter, South Metro 

Area Regional Transit 
Dwight Brashear started his long and successful public 

service career in the transportation industry as a bus 

driver after he graduated from high school. He spent the 

next 20 years in various positions of leadership with 

increasing responsibilities, working his way up from the 

front lines to Executive Management. On September 1, 

2005, three days after Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf 

Coast, Mr. Brashear was asked by then Governor 

Kathleen Blanco to become the state transportation 

coordinator for the evacuation of the entire City of New 

Orleans. He was recognized for his efforts when 

Governor Blanco bestowed upon him a hero's 

designation. Mr. Brashear gave testimony relating to 

Hurricane Katrina before the U.S. House of 

Representatives and Senate, and is the only person to 

ever receive the Special Award for Extraordinary 

Leadership, which was presented to him by the 

American Public Transportation Association. Mr. 

Brashear graduated Cum Laude from Azusa Pacific 

University and holds a degree in Applied Leadership. 

Mr. Brashear has also studied multimodal transportation 

in France, Germany and Austria and Switzerland. 

 

Anthony Silva, Fannie Mae 
Anthony Silva is a Director in Fannie Mae’s Treasury 

Capital Markets group. Since joining Fannie Mae in 

2004, Anthony has held various roles within Treasury 

Capital Markets. He currently leads a team to manage 

Fannie Mae’s debt funding program and liquid 

investment portfolio. 

Anthony holds a BA degree in Economics from Bates 

College and an MBA from Georgetown’s McDonough 

School of Business. He is a Certified Treasury 

Professional (CTP). 

 

Rob Owens, Farmer Mac 
Robert Owens is the Fixed Income Strategy Director at 

Farmer Mac, a stockholder-owned, federally chartered 

instrumentality of the United States.  He began his 

career in 1994 at a regional public accounting firm, then 

moved into litigation consulting at Navigant Consulting.  

After receiving his MBA in 2004, he joined Farmer Mac 

and, in 2005, became a trader on the Capital Markets 

desk issuing short and long term debt, acquiring and 

securitizing agricultural mortgages, and entering into 

derivative transactions. In 2009, he became head of 

Farmer Mac’s Capital Markets Department and, in 

2014, also became head of Fixed Income Investor 

Relations.  In 2016, he transitioned his capital markets 

role from operations to developing funding and hedging 

strategies. 

He received a B.S. in Accounting from Virginia Tech 

and a MBA degree with a Finance concentration from 

the University of Maryland.  Rob is a licensed CPA in 

Virginia. 

 

Kayla Gjata, Freddie Mac 

Kayla Gjata is Senior Director of Treasury Management 

at Freddie Mac. In her most recent role, she is 

responsible for managing activities of the company’s 

short and long-term debt portfolio. Prior to joining the 

funding group, Ms. Gjata was an Investment Strategy 

Director for Asset and Liability Management 

responsible for duration, yield curve, and volatility 

hedging of the portfolio. 

Ms. Gjata has been at Freddie Mac since March 2000. 

She earned her undergraduate degree from Tirana 

University (Albania) and her M.S. in Economics as well 

as her MBA (Finance) from Virginia Tech University. 

She sits on the advisory board of BASIS, a student 

managed bond fund investing over $5 million of the 

Virginia Tech’s endowment, which provides an 

educational experience for the students. 

 

Craig Gibons, Multnomah County Tax Supervising 

and Conservation Commission 
Craig began his professional career as an inventory clerk 

for a multinational lumber company in Seattle and then 

progressed to public administration, working for the 

state of Oregon and the cities of Springfield, Eugene, 

Talent, Coburg, and Sherwood as a Property Manager, 

Risk Manager, HR 

Manager, and Finance 

Director. Along the way 

he has also consulted 

with public and private 

employers on these 

issues. He is now the 

Executive Director of the 

Tax Supervising and 

Conservation 

Commission in 

Multnomah County 

where he advises local 

governments and school 



 

districts on budgets. The TSCC’s clients range from the 

largest to the smallest local governments in Oregon. He 

is the curator of the TSCC Update, a weekly 

compendium of local government news and 

information. He is a graduate of the University of 

Oregon. When not monitoring local governments he 

and his wife remodel houses and design and build 

furniture. He also keeps the family pickup, a 1970 Ford 

F250, humming. 

 

Elizabeth Tierney, Willamette University 

Throughout her career as an educator and administrator 

on the secondary, undergraduate, graduate and post-

graduate level, Dr. Tierney has trained and/or coached 

people in speaking. Her "students" have ranged from 

pharmaceutical salespeople in Ireland to Marines in the 

US, from Hungarian businessmen to hoteliers in 

Ireland, from Government employees in Salem, Oregon 

to young leaders from West Africa and Iraq. She has 

written and edited numerous articles and has published 

15 books. Dr. Tierney makes her home in Portland, 

Oregon. 

 

Kirsten Wyatt, ELGL 
Kirsten Wyatt is the executive director and co-founder 

of ELGL. Previously, she served as Assistant City 

Manager of West Linn, Oregon. Also at the city of 

West Linn, she was employed as the Assistant to the 

City Manager and the Finance Analyst. Prior to her 

tenure in West Linn, she served as a budget analyst for 

the Virginia Department of Education; as a graduate 

assistant with the Town of Chapel Hill, North Carolina; 

and as a communications consultant with Pacific Public 

Affairs. She has a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Politics from Willamette University in Salem, Oregon; 

and a Master of Public Administration Degree from the 

University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, North 

Carolina. 

 

Nancy Brewer, City of Corvallis 
Nancy Brewer has been the Finance Director for 

Corvallis since September, 1993; prior service in 

Corvallis includes a year as Administrative Assistant 

for the Community Development Department and two 

years as Administrative Analyst. Prior to coming to 

Corvallis Ms. Brewer was a Financial Analyst for the 

City of Wichita, Kansas. Ms. Brewer has a Masters 

degree in Public Administration and a bachelor’s 

degree from Wichita State University in Wichita, 

Kansas. In 2015 Nancy was honored by the Oregon 

Municipal Finance Officers Association with an 

Honorary Life membership. 

 

Ed Flick, City of Salem 
Ed Flick is an emergency management professional 

with more than two decades of experience preparing 

for, responding to and recovering from natural and man

-made emergencies and disasters. Ed is currently the 

emergency manager for Marion County. Prior to 

joining the county in 2014, Ed was a career US Army 

Officer. His emergency management experience 

includes the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami and the 2007 

Cyclone Sidr in Bangladesh. Ed holds a Maters of 

Public Administration from Portland State University 

and is the President of the Oregon Emergency 

Management Association. 

 

Lauren Breithaupt, City of West Linn 
Lauren Breithaupt joined the City of West Linn in 

November of 2011 following two years with Talbot, 

Korvola and Warwick, LLP (TKW), as a Senior 

Auditor.  In 2009, she received a Bachelor of Science 

degree from California Polytechnic State University, 

San Luis Obispo, with concentrations in Accounting 

and Agricultural Finance and Appraisal.  Lauren 

obtained her Certified Public Accountant (CPA) 

designation in 2010, was admitted to the Municipal 

Auditor Roster in 2012, and obtained her Certified 

Management Accountant (CMA) designation in 2015. 

Brandie McNamee, Jefferson County 

Finance Director/elected Treasurer/appointed Tax 

Collector for Jefferson County. Brandie has been with 

Jefferson County since May 2016. Prior to that she was 

Finance Director for City of Madras, and the Treasury 

Controller for Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs. 

She has nearly 8 years of governmental accounting 

experience and four years in the private sector. 

Master’s Degree in Accounting and Non-Profit 

Management from University of Oregon. Bachelor’s 

degree in Accounting and minor in economics from 

University of Oregon. Go Ducks!! 
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Kingston Sprague, TriMet 

Senior Accountant – Long Term Liabilities, TriMet 

After graduating with a Masters in Accounting, Kingston 

worked for 6 years as an Assistant State Auditor for the 

Washington State Auditor’s Office in Vancouver, 

Washington. He managed large county audits as well as 

complex public utility clients. He ultimately developed a 

specialization with liability accounting which led him to 

his current position at TriMet. Kingston currently handles 

the accounting for all of TriMet’s long term liabilities 

including debt, pensions, other postemployment benefits 

(OPEB), claims, and leases (over $1.5B in total 

liabilities). Of note, this year Kingston managed TriMet’s 

transition to GASB 75.  Kingston’s hobbies include 

golfing, watching football, and going to the movies. He 

currently lives in Beaverton. 

 

Kayla Nelson, Wasco County 

Finance Manager at Wasco County 

My career in finance began when I enlisted in the Marine 

Corps in 2005 and was assigned to be a fiscal and payroll 

clerk. After 6 years' enlistment, I earned a Bachelor's 

degree in business from DeVry University, followed by a 

Master's degree in finance from Keller.  I worked as an IT 

financial analyst, project manager, and vendor manager 

for Belk department stores from 2012-2017, with a short 

stint in the middle at Lowe's Companies as an IT Services 

Consultant. After returning to Oregon, I worked part time 

for a year as the Finance Director at the City of Mosier, 

before assuming my role as Finance Manager at Wasco 

County earlier this year. I've been an OGFOA member 

since 2017 and this will be my 3rd conference. 

 

Jodi Burch, City of Redmond 

Accounting and Financial Reporting Director for the City 

of Redmond 

Jodi has over ten years experience in government. She 

graduated with honors from Eastern Oregon University 

with a degree in Business Administration, obtained a 

Masters in Business Administration from Eastern Oregon 

University, and is a Certified Public 

Accountant.  Previously she held positions in healthcare 

finance and as an external governmental and non-profit 

auditor and tax accountant. 

 

Kevin Curry, Ph.D., Linfield College 
Kevin Curry Ph.D, Linfield College. Kevin Curry is 

currently the director of video and digital media at 

Linfield College where he produces multimedia content 

for the web, assists the college's social media efforts and 

advises on marketing and advertising. He has worked 

since 1994 on communication and public relations for 

trade associations, small businesses, and in the political 

arena. Kevin has a PhD in public affairs and policy from 

The Hatfield School of Government at Portland State 

University, a Master of Arts degree in Communication 

from the University of Washington, a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in Mass Communication and Political Science 

from Linfield College. 

 

Martha Kellams, Oregon State Treasury 
Martha Kellams is the Debt Analyst for the Oregon State 

Treasury’s Debt Management Division. In total, she has 

over 12 years of experience at Treasury (she also worked 

in the Investment Division). Formerly, she had a brief 

stint at the Oregon Department of Transportation, Albany 

School District and worked at the Albany Paper Mill for 

10 years as well. Martha is responsible for the Oregon 

School Bond Guaranty program, the Private Activity 

Bond program, and staffs the Municipal Debt Advisory 

Commission. She is also the lead for the Bond Tracker 

system which tracks all the debt outstanding in Oregon. 

She manages the Oregon Administrative Rules for the 

division and delivers customer service with a smile. Little 

known facts about Martha: 1. She loves to travel and has 

been to 5 other countries. 2. She has jumped out of a 

perfectly good plane over 70 times! 3. She lived in 

Mexico for 4 years. 

 

Andrew Scott, Metro 
Andrew Scott is the Deputy COO at Metro, a position he 

has held since June 2018. In this position, Andrew leads 

Metro’s support services – finance, human resources, IT, 

communications, research, and asset management – and 

provides strategic direction, advice, and support to 

Metro’s Chief Operating Officer. Prior to coming to 

Metro, Andrew was Budget Director for the City of 

Portland, a position he held since 2012. He led a team that 

developed the City’s annual budget, monitored Citywide 

program performance, and provided fiscal and 

programmatic policy recommendations to Portland’s 

Mayor and City Council. During his tenure, Andrew 

worked to incorporate equity into the budget process, 

develop online budget maps to track service levels and 

highlight potential racial and demographic inequities, 

develop the City’s Open Data policy, and create 

performance dashboards. Before his work in Portland, 
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Andrew was Deputy Branch Chief of the Health 

Financing Branch of the federal Office of Management 

and Budget, working primarily on the Medicare and 

Medicaid programs. Andrew holds a Master of Public 

Policy from Georgetown University, a Bachelor of Arts 

from Drew University and is currently a member of 

GFOA’s Executive Board. A native Oregonian, Andrew 

is excited to be working and living in one of the world’s 

most vibrant cities. 

 

Nikolai Sklaroff, Wells Fargo Securities 
Nikolai J. Sklaroff joined Wells Fargo Securities as the 

senior general infrastructure investment banker in 2011 

and covers state and local issuers throughout the Pacific 

Northwest. Nikolai has spent more than 32 years in the 

public finance industry, as a generalist with special 

expertise in credit engineering difficult and unusual 

financings. During his public finance career, he has 

served as an investment banker for 21 years as well as a 

senior rating analyst and a financial advisor. He has 

served as a Director with Citigroup Global Markets 

(originally Smith Barney), an Executive Director with J. 

P. Morgan Securities and a Managing Director with Loop 

Capital Markets. Prior to becoming an investment banker 

in 1997, Nikolai was a senior Moody’s Investors Service 

rating agency analyst and member of Moody's rating 

committee for eight years. Nikolai began his career as a 

financial advisor with Public Financial Management, Inc. 

in Philadelphia. A frequent speaker at industry 

conferences he has also served as a Board Member of the 

national municipal leasing association, the Association 

for Governmental Leasing & Finance (AGL&F), a 

member of the California State Treasurer’s California 

Debt and Investment Advisory Commission (CDIAC) 

Technical Advisory Committee and is currently on the 

Board of the Western Museums Association (WMA) and 

Education Committee of OGFOA. Nikolai graduated 

from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School 

with a Bachelor of Science (Economics) with a major in 

Economics and a Bachelor of Arts with a major in 

Political Science from the College of Art and Sciences, 

with a concentration in Public Policy. He was a resident 

at Durham Castle while he received a Master of Arts in 

Economics and Politics from the University of Durham, 

University College, in England.  

 

 

 

Cynthia Granatir, Marion County 
Cynthia has been the Chief Accountant for Marion 

County since 2003. Prior to Marion County, Cynthia was 

with Talbot, Korvola & Warwick from 1995 to 2003 and 

served as an Audit Manager with the firm. She is a 

member of AICPA, OSCPA, GFOA & OGFOA. She 

currently serves as a member and chair of the OSCPA 

Governmental A&A Strategic Interest Team. 

 

Kristen Grainger, Willamette University 

Over the course of her career in politics and higher ed, 

Kristen Grainger has served as communications director 

and speechwriter for two Oregon governors, one attorney 

general, and three university presidents. She has worked 

hard to avoid public speaking herself, with little success, 

so she has had to evolve and adapt. Kristen currently 

serves as Special Assistant to the President for Strategic 

Initiatives at Willamette University.  

 

Don Hudson, City of Tualatin 
Don Hudson was appointed Finance Director in January 

2008.  Previously, he served the City of Stayton, Oregon 

in the same capacity, from 2003 to 2007.  His prior 

experience also includes employment with the City of 

Chandler, Arizona, Scottsdale Unified School District No. 

48 in Scottsdale, Arizona, Springsted, Inc. of St. Paul, 

Minnesota and the City of Walnut Creek, California.  He 

graduated with a degree in Economics and Business 

Administration from St. Mary’s College of 

California.  He maintains membership with the 

Government Finance Officers Association, is Past 

President of the Oregon Government Finance Officers 

Association and Chair of the Finance and Taxation 

Committee for the League of Oregon Cities 

 

Ellie Jones, City of Cornelius 
Ellie has been with the City of Cornelius for 20 years. 

She started through a temp agency in 1998 and is now the 

Finance Director. Ellie has also held Treasurer positions 

for small non-profits that she is associated with. She 

earned her Associate of Applied Science in Accounting in 

2002 from Portland Community College. 
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Bonnie Dennis, City of Milwaukie 
Bonnie Dennis has been the Assistant Finance Director 

at the City of Milwaukie since October 2013. Prior to 

moving and joining the Milwaukie Oregon team, Bonnie 

worked at the City of Loveland in beautiful Colorado as 

the Internal Auditor and Payroll Manager as well as a 

role of interim Finance Director. Besides working for 

over 11 years in a municipal government, she has also 

worked in the private sector focusing on internal audit 

and accounting for large corporations. Bonnie has an 

MBA with an emphasis in Finance from Regis 

University in Colorado. She also received her Bachelor 

of Science degree of International Business from the 

University of Colorado in Colorado Springs. 

 

Jeanna Yaeger, City of Albany 
Jeanna Yeager was hired as an Accounting Supervisor 

by the City of Albany in July 2014 and was promoted to 

Finance Director on February 1, 2018. Jeanna graduated 

from Oregon State University in 2007 with a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Business Management (Accounting). 

Her governmental accounting experience also includes 

four years as an accountant at the City of Corvallis and 

two years at the State of Oregon, working in both the 

Reconciliation Unit and Cost Allocation and 

Management Reporting Unit of DHS. Jeanna and 

husband Mark spend their free time with their two 

grandchildren. Jeanna enjoys reading and traveling, and 

volunteering as a Girl Scout Leader. She is excited about 

her new leadership role as Albany's Finance Director and 

looks forward to serving the citizens of Albany through 

good stewardship of City resources. 

 

Bill Gary, Harrang Long 
Bill Gary’s practice focuses on litigation and appellate 

law. He is highly regarded for his skills in the 

development and implementation of strategies for 

business and government clients to manage complex and 

multifaceted problems. Bill is the firm’s senior trial 

attorney with expertise in commercial, constitutional, 

government and product liability cases. He has appeared 

in more than 1,400 appeals and has argued hundreds of 

cases in the Oregon Supreme Court, Oregon Court of 

Appeals, federal appellate courts and the United States 

Supreme Court. He served as Oregon’s Solicitor General 

and Deputy Attorney General (second in command of 

the Oregon Department of Justice). He served as 

President of the firm from 1990-2008 and he is currently 

the Chair of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Tim Nesbitt, Consultant 

Tim Nesbitt is a writer, public policy consultant and 

former labor leader in Oregon. He has published more 

than one hundred columns on Oregon politics and public 

policy for The Oregonian and served as an advisor to 

Oregonians for High School Success in the successful 

campaign for Measure 98 (to improve high school 

funding and graduation rates) in the November 2016 

general election.  From September 2013 through October 

2015, Tim chaired Oregon’s Higher Education 

Coordinating Commission. Prior to that appointment, he 

served as manager of Governor John Kitzhaber’s 

Education Investment Project and as a chief deputy and 

chief of staff for Governor Ted Kulongoski. 

Before joining Governor Kulongoski’s staff, Tim served 

as the elected president of the Oregon AFL-CIO from 

1999 to 2005 and as the executive director of the Oregon 

State Council of the Service Employees International 

Union from 1997 to 1999. 

He lives in Independence with his partner, Jeannie Berg, 

who manages an apple orchard that Tim co-owns in 

Scio, Oregon. 

 

Tom Potiowsky, Northwest Economic Research 

Center 
Dr. Potiowsky is the chair of the Economics Department 

at PSU and was the Co-Director of the Applied 

Economics Research Group. Tom was appointed as State 

Economist in 1999 through 2006 and again in 2008 

through 2011. He brings years of experience taking 

complicated economic analysis and results, and turning 

it into a meaningful, understandable presentation for 

policymakers and stakeholders. He has also published 

many articles for trade magazines, articles for edited 

books, conference proceedings, and selections of 

conference paper presentations. Dr. Potiowsky is a 

member of the American Economics Association. He 

also serves on the Board for the Oregon Council on 

Economic Education. Tom loves to take walks with his 

wife at the beach and wishes he could find time to golf 

and white-water kayak. 
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2018 Fall Conference 

Platinum Sponsors 
Bank of New York Mellon Trust Company N.A. 
BNY Mellon is the premier provider of corporate trust services to the debt capital 

markets, providing customized and market-driven solutions to investors, 

bondholders and lenders. The corporate trust business utilizes its global footprint 

and expertise to deliver a full range of issuer and related investor services 

including trustee, paying agency, fiduciary, escrow, arbitrage and other financial 

services. Our team of public debt specialists administers a wide range of trust 

appointments and provides expert insight into new market trends. 

  

 Columbia Bank 
Columbia Bank offers specialized banking services to meet the needs of local 

government, education, and special district organizations. Whether you are looking 

to finance a project, streamline operating efficiencies, or have real-time access to 

your cash, we can provide products and services to assist with all your needs. Have 

a financing or operating efficiency need, call Sharon Capizzo at 503-279-3906 or 

by email at scapizzo@columbiabank.com to learn more about our products and 

services. 

   

D.A. Davidson & Co. 
D.A. Davidson & Co. is a municipal bond underwriting and broker/dealer 

firm.  We are the largest underwriter based in the Northwest and have been in 

operation since 1935.  Our Portland office assists Oregon municipalities 

exclusively.  We are the public finance experts that will assist you with the 

issuance of all types of municipal bonds: Water Revenue Bonds, Sewer Revenue 

Bonds, Urban Renewal Bonds, Local Improvement District Bonds, Full Faith and 

Credit Obligations and General Obligation Bonds. 
  

Eide Bailly, LLP 
Eide Bailly is a top 25 CPA firm in the nation, with 24 offices in 11 states. Our 

clients experience local, personal service while enjoying access to 1,400 

professionals with diverse skill sets and experience. The Firm has built strong 

industry and service teams in order to surround our clients with relevant and 

valuable services. Our main industries include Government as well as Affordable 

Housing, Construction, Employee Benefit Plans, Financial Institutions, Health 

Care, Manufacturing, Non-Profit, Real Estate, and Technology Consulting.  

  

Forecast5™ Analytics 
Forecast5™ Analytics provides decision support tools for public sector entities. 

Our state-of-the-art analytics technology helps you build annual or multi-year 

budgets, model different scenarios and future impacts, find new revenue sources 

and more, with a series of clicks.  More than 1,500 local governments across the 

country are using Forecast5 tools to maximize their data insights. 
 
 
 

mailto:scapizzo@columbiabank.com
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Government Portfolio Advisors, LLC. 
Government Portfolio Advisors, LLC. is a registered investment advisor that 

specializes in providing customized investment advisory services to public 

funds.  GPA’s core business and primary focus is providing non-discretionary 

fixed income advisory services.  We are dedicated to serving all Oregon public 

funds to support the initiatives of financial excellence through the implementation 

of investment program best practices. GPA manages over $6.5 billion in non-

discretionary assets under management and $6 billion in consulting assets under 

contract.  

 GPA is an Oregon company and our experience in Oregon includes a concise 

understanding of Oregon regulations developed through our work with various 

cities, counties, and the State Treasurer along with an active association with the 

Oregon Government Finance Officers Association (OGFOA) and Oregon 

Association of County Treasurers and Finance Officers (OACTFO).  Our advisory 

services include investment management, strategic development of cash flow 

investing, the review of investment policies and reporting. GPA is a leader in 

working with Oregon public funds with over $2.5B in in assets under management 

and 12 clients.   

 Our mission is to fully understand our client’s investment program and to work in 

a collaborative manner that empowers the finance department with our additional 

expertise, technology and market relationships. 

  

Hawkins Delafield & Wood, LLP  
Hawkins Delafield & Wood LLP is the only national law firm in the United States 

whose practice is devoted primarily to public finance and public projects. Each of 

our specialty areas supports and complements our municipal transactions practice. 

The Firm has more attorneys engaged in the full time practice of public finance 

and projects than any other law firm in the country. This concentration of expertise 

constitutes an unparalleled resource for our clients.  The Firm is consistently 

ranked among the top law firms in the nation in terms of volume as bond counsel, 

underwriters counsel and special counsel. In 2017 the Firm was ranked #1 bond 

counsel in Oregon. 

  

 KeyBanc Capital Markets 
KeyBanc is proud to be a sponsor and exhibitor at the 2018 OGFOA Fall 

Conference.  With roots dating to 1825, we are part of one of the nation's largest 

bank-based financial services companies.  We maintain in Oregon, and 

nationwide, a team of professionals dedicated to the public sector -- in fact, many 

of our specialists have extensive backgrounds in public service.  We also focus on 

the needs of smaller governments through a network of experienced 

representatives in local communities.  Our complete spectrum of financial 

solutions includes treasury management, lending, equipment leasing, public 

finance, and investment services. 
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2018 Fall Conference 

Platinum Sponsors 
 Moss Adams, LLP 
A leader in assurance, tax, consulting, risk management, transaction, and wealth 

services, Moss Adams has more than 2,900 professionals and staff across more than 

25 locations in the West and beyond. We focus on serving public, private, and not-for-

profit enterprises across the nation through specialized industry and service 

teams.  Our Government & Not-for-Profit group is dedicated to serving the unique 

needs of not-for-profit organizations and federal, state and local, and tribal 

government sectors. Our industry professionals are dedicated and proud to support our 

clients’ missions. 

   

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP 
Orrick’s public finance group brings deep and diverse experience to help achieve your 

financing objectives.  We were ranked by Thomson Reuters as the No. 1 bond counsel 

and the No. 1 disclosure counsel in the United States for 2017.  In Oregon, we work 

with state and local governmental entities on the full spectrum of financing matters 

including bonds, notes and other obligations, tax-exempt or taxable, for every type of 

security structure including bond anticipation notes, general obligation bonds, full 

faith and credit obligations, revenue bonds, conduit/non-profit borrowings, public 

private partnerships including affordable housing projects and tax increment 

financings for public infrastructure and other capital improvement projects.  https://

www.orrick.com/Practices/Public-Finance  

 

 PFM  
It started with the simple insight that governments and charitable institutions needed 

independent advice from people they could trust. Advice from people who understood 

their financial needs and challenges, inside and out. Thanks to an unwavering 

commitment to putting clients’ interests first, PFM has grown into one of the nation’s 

leading independent financial and investment advisors. 

We are asset managers, financial advisors and consultants who work across a range of 

sectors. Our duty as a fiduciary, combined with our bedrock principles of Ingenuity, 

Sustainability and Resourcefulness, help us deliver on our promise of advice for 

people transforming their world. 

  

Plan B Assurance Service, LLP 
PlanB Assurance Services provides a wide range of consulting services to local 

governments around facilities, planned maintenance, organizational and business 

practices. We recognize the difference between your needs and  

wants - and focus on solutions that bring tangible value to the relationship. We do that 

by listening, understanding, and engaging our clients throughout the process and the 

relationship.  

https://www.orrick.com/Practices/Public-Finance
https://www.orrick.com/Practices/Public-Finance
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Talbot, Korvola & Warwick, LLP 
TKW is your First Call for all of your governmental auditing, accounting and 

business advisory service needs.  As experts in government finance and 

reporting, and with direct government experience from your side of the table, 

we leverage our resources to your unique advantage.  Since 1987, we continue 

to support governments of all sizes and complexities with our individual mix 

of assurance and tax services, and solutions-based consulting. 

  

 Umpqua Bank 
· Umpqua Bank is the West Coast’s largest community bank, and is recognized 

as one of the nation’s strongest financial institutions.  

·  We’re headquartered in Portland, Oregon., and have locations from Seattle 

to San Diego and from the Oregon Coast to Idaho and Northern Nevada.  

· We’ve never stopped investing in the health of the communities we serve, 

both financially through active lending to businesses and consumers, and with 

our time and resources.  

· For the past ten years, Umpqua Bank has been ranked on FORTUNE 

Magazine’s “100 Best Companies to Work For” list.     

Umpqua Bank offers financial expertise and local understanding, with 

solutions in public municipal deposits and municipal financing. Give Diane 

Sellers a call at 425 921 3340 or email at dianesellers@umpquabank.com 

  

 US Bank 
Minneapolis-based U.S. Bancorp (USB), with $308 billion in assets, is the 

parent company of U.S. Bank, the fifth largest commercial bank in the United 

States as of Dec. 31, 2010. The company operates 3,069 banking offices and 

5,310 ATMs in 25 states and provides a comprehensive line of banking, 

brokerage, insurance, investment, mortgage, trust and payment services 

products to consumers, businesses and institutions. Relationship services to all 

public clients are provided by the Government and Nonprofits Banking 

Division, headquartered in Portland. Visit U.S. Bank at 

 http://www.usbank.com/government  

  

Wells Fargo 
Wells Fargo is a proud sponsor of the Oregon Government Finance Officers 

Conference.  For 158 years we have been offering the people and public 

agencies of Oregon smart solutions through our financial products and 

services. 

  

Zions First National Bank 
For over 100 years, Zions Bank has built strong, lasting relationships by 

delivering excellent service and by adding value to our customer’s transactions 

through our experience, flexibility and attention to detail.  Zions Bank is a 

premier, full-service Corporate Trust provider known for its breadth of 

experience in administering all types of financing structures through an 

extensive array of products, including Trustee, Paying Agent, Registrar, 

Escrow Agent, and Custody services. At Zions Bank “We haven’t forgotten 

who keeps us in business” 
  

http://www.usbank.com/government
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Business Oregon 

Business Oregon is the state's economic development 

agency. Business Oregon invests in Oregon businesses, 

communities, and people to promote a globally 

competitive, diverse, and inclusive economy. 

 

Caselle 

Caselle is a leading provider in Government Accounting 

Software. With software for life, excellent support and 

over 40 integrated solutions, Caselle successfully 

powers more than 1,200 organizations across the United 

States. For almost 40 years Caselle has been perfecting 

the technology powering our integrated software to 

provide an intuitive, feature-rich system that is “Built 

for you; built for your community." 

 

Case Ware International, Inc. 
CaseWare, a global leader of audit and reporting 

software, enables full- automation of audit preparation, 

financial statement preparation, and financial reporting. 

Customers specializing in municipal reporting, 

including CAFR and Budget Book, can use CaseWare 

solutions to analyze and mitigate risks, and to ensure 

efficiency, quality and value within reporting. 

 

Databar Inc. 
DATABAR INC: providing print, mail, design service 

including paper and electronic bill presentment and 

payment solutions configured to meet your special 

needs. DATABAR: serving government and business 

with expertise you will value and customer service you 

will treasure since 1975. 

 

 

 

F.H. Black & Company, Inc. 
For 25 years, F.H. Black & Company Incorporated has 

worked with finance departments in government, 

education and corporations across North America to 

crush waste & eliminate inefficiency. 

Our finance departments do more with less, do it better 

than it was done before and do it in less time. 

 

Feel Good, Inc. 
Feel Good, Inc. provides portable TENS (transcutaneous 

electrical nerve stimulation) units offering wide variety 

of benefits, including alleviating back, nerve and 

diabetic pain and migraines. Our units can also improve 

circulation, sleep patterns and have been shown to 

decrease the use of pain relievers that can cause negative 

side effects. 

 

Gallagher 

SAVE TAX. KEEP MORE. The HRA VEBA Plan is a 

health reimbursement arrangement (HRA). An HRA is a 

great way to save up for out-of-pocket medical 

expenses, including dental and vision expenses and 

retiree insurance premiums—completely tax-free! Stop 

by and see us. We look forward to meeting you! 

 

GovDeals,Inc. 
GovDeals.com is the leading provider in online 

government surplus auctions. All state and local 

governments are welcome to use our services to auction 

surplus in the smartest, most efficient way possible! 

 

 

 

 

Your exhibitor passport is  
located in your registration 
envelope. Please visit our    
exhibitors to complete the  

passport and be entered to win.  

2018 Fall Conference Exhibitors 
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Mersereau Shannon, LLP 

Mersereau Shannon LLP is an Oregon based firm 

dedicating its practice to municipal law and finance.  

The firm represents special districts throughout Oregon 

as bond counsel, general legal advisors and through 

Special Districts Insurance Services (SDIS) and 

Property and Casualty Coverage for Education (PACE) 

Insurance. Mersereau Shannon has been nationally 

recognized for its work in municipal finance for over 

95 years. The attorneys approach to providing bond 

counsel, litigation and general counsel services is 

practical and efficient. We pride ourselves in advising 

minicipatlities of all sizes with regard to their various 

bond counsel and legal needs. 

 

Point & Pay 

Point & Pay designs, builds, and integrates specialized 

payment solutions for governments, utilities, courts, 

and other organizations. Products include: Electronic 

Bill Presentment and Payment (EBPP), EMV card 

processing terminals, customizable stand-alone 

websites, custom-scripted Interactive Voice Response 

phone payments, web-based in-person payment 

management systems and mobile payments. Our 

competitive differentiator is excellence in customer 

service and efficiency in project management. Products 

and services are built using security and compliance as 

the foundation. To learn more, visit our booth or go to 

www.pointandpay.com. 

 

Professional Credit 

Professional Credit is a national collections and 

accounts receivable management firm, specializing in 

healthcare, government, utility and financial services. 

With its industry-leading New Deal approach and use 

of innovative technology tools, data science and speech 

analytics, Professional Credit helps consumers take 

back control of their finances while helping its clients 

maximize recovery. Professionalcredit.com 

Huntley@hawes.group 503-779-1788  

 

Springbrook Software 

Headquartered right here in Oregon, Springbrook 

Software provides finance and utility billing software 

to small-to-medium cities, counties and special 

districts. Over 800 local governments across the 

country use our intuitive, cloud-based applications 

every day to turbocharge their work and serve their 

residents. 

 

Tyler Technologies 

Tyler's fully-transparent and scalable financial 

management applications help you easily integrate 

important financial data and streamline processes 

throughout your organization. Make it easier with 

Tyler. 

 

USDA Rural Development 

Rural Development provides subsidized interest rates 

and grant funding for infrastructure and essential 

community facilities in rural areas. The agency also 

funds direct and guaranteed home and business loans 

and a variety of specialized grant programs. 

 

Vision Software 

Vision Software is a client-focused company 

specializing in integrated Fund Accounting, Payroll and 

Customer Information Systems.  The flexibility of our 

technology platform allows us to empower clients with 

the right business tools.  All this packaged with a 

dedication and belief that you are the reason we are in 

business. 

 

Western Collections Bureau 

Western Collection Bureau, Inc., (Western) is a full 

service, third-party collection agency, offering a full 

range of services specializing in government 

collections.  Collection personnel and support staff are 

fully trained in the federal and local regulations, and 

are closely supervised to ensure compliance.  Western 

management instills the importance of professionalism 

and client services in each employee.  By internally 

embracing and practicing these values, Western 

remains ethical, established, and effective. At Western 

we strive to treat every customer with respect, as 

though they were a part of our own family. Other 

companies may offer similar services, but we believe 

our services are the best, and our clients agree with us. 

Western has been in business since 1979. We are a 

family-owned and operated business.  We are an 

Oregon corporation totally dedicated to collection 

services.  While being Oregon based, we are able to 

make collections in all 50 states. We combine our 35 

plus years of business experience with our commitment 

to utilizing state-of-the art systems to support our 

clients. 

http://www.pointandpay.com


 

Use this form to track the session you attend at the Fall  

Conference and retain it for your records.  In your registration material 

is a form that can be submitted for OGFOA certification as proof of 

attendance at the 2018 Fall Conference.  

CPE is certified based on the sign in and out sheets located in each 

room. In the event one is requested OGFOA will provide a certificate 

of attendance based on those records. Please allow seven to ten days 

from the date requested to delivery of the certificate by email. 

Monday October 15, 2018 
8:30-10:00 am  General Session 

 Keynote: ZAP the GAP  - From Boomers to Linksters, 

Working With Multiple Generations  [O] 

 

10:30am – 12 noon  Concurrent Sessions 

 Keynote Breakout: How to Avoid the AFTERMATH [O] 

 Governmental Accounting 101 For  

       “New to Government” Finance Professionals  [A] 

 Bond Hot Topics  [F] 

 Utility Rate Setting – Working with Consultant or In-

House  [F/M] 

 

12:00 – 1:30 pm  Lunch & General Session 

 Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Programs: Two  

Jurisdictions Share Their DEI Programs  [M] 

 

1:45 – 3:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 Excise Taxes, Impacts and Maniacs  [F/A] 

 How Do You Do Fund Balance?  [A/M] 

 Are You Ready to Deal with a Cyber Attack? [M/T] 

 Public Investment 101: Who’s Managing Your  

       Portfolio [F] 

 

3:30 – 5:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 Property Tax Exemptions  [F] 

 Cash Handling in Challenging Locations  [A/M] 

 Speed Coaching  [M/O] 

 Public Investment 201  [F] 

 

Tuesday October 16, 2018 
8:30-10:00am – General Session  

 Keynote: Dwight Brashear  [O] 

 

10:30am – 12 noon  Concurrent Sessions 

 Investing in Agency Securities - Updates from the DC 

Beltway [F] 

 Budgeting for Local Governments – The  

       Fundamentals  [B] 

 Business Writing - Know Your Reading Audience  [O] 

 Accounting GASB Update  [A] 

 

 

 

12:00 – 2:00 pm  Lunch & General Session 

 ELGL – Introduction and History [O] 

 

2:15 – 3:15 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 Budgeting for the Next Recession  [B] 

 Emergency Management – Lessons Learned from the  

Salem Water Emergency of 2018  [M] 

 Speed Networking [M.O] 

 How to Engage and Respond to the News Media  [M] 

 

3:30 – 4:30 pm Concurrent Sessions 

 Unlocking Secret Treasure on the Internet: A Practical 

Toolkit  [T/F] 

 Importing Data and Using Pivot Tables in Excel 

[T] 

 Why Public Speaking is Important For Your  

      Career  [O] 

 CAFR/ PAFR/ Budget GFOA Award  

      Programs  [F/B/M] 

 

4:30 – 5:15 pm Certification Information & Committee 

Meetings 

 OGFOA Certification Program  [O] 

 OGFOA Committee Meetings  [PP] 

  

Wednesday October 17, 2018 

8:30 – 10:15am General Session 

 PERS Update: The Legal Analysis Issues [M/O] 

10:30am – 11:45  General Session 

 Economic Update  [F/M] 

 

Name:_______________________________ 

 

 

Jurisdiction/Company: 

 

_____________________________________ 
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Join us for the  

2019 OGFOA Spring Conference 

SUNRIVER ACCOMODATIONS: 

Please make your room reservations early. 
The deadline for reserving at the OGFOA group rate is  

February 7, 2019.  To reserve your room please call:  

1-800-547-3922 and identify yourself as a part of the 

OGFOA Annual Conference 2019.  The following group 

rates have been secured by OGFOA and are available on a 

first come first served basis: 
 

Lodge Village Guestroom: $135/nt* 

Lodge Village Suite: $205/nt* 

River Lodge Guestroom: $195/nt* 

2 Bedroom Condominium $195/nt* 

2 Bedroom Loft Condominium: $215/nt * 
 

*Taxes and resort fees will apply. In addition, cleaning fees 

apply on all condominiums.  

March 10-13, 2019    Sunriver Resort  Sunriver, OR 

Registration opens 
January 2019! 


